CANADIAN CDA P(_)sition on
DENTAL HIV Blood Testing by
Dentists

The Canadian Dental Association feels that it is important to consider the purpose of testing and
the responsibilities and principles for management of the person living with HIV.

To support the oral health care of a patient, dentists may order HIV blood testing using the
following criteria:

1. The patient has given informed consent.
2. The test is required for the diagnosis or treatment planning for the patient.

3. The test is accompanied by adequate pre- and post-testing counseling, as defined by the
Canadian Medical Association.

4. There is provision for immediate and appropriate referral to a primary care physician who
will be responsible for the comprehensive medical care of the patient.

Since universal precautions should always be followed, infectious agent testing should not be
required to ascertain the degree of infectious risk a patient may present to a practitioner.
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This information was created by the Canadian Dental Association for use by CDA member dentists. It should not be
used as a replacement for professional dental or medical advice. If you have questions about this position statement,
please consult your dentist or contact the Canadian Dental Association.



